
The Fun They Had 

 

Short Answer Questions  

1. Who is the author of "The Fun They Had"? Briefly describe the setting of the story. 

2. What does Margie write in her diary? Why? 

3. Who is Tommy? What does he find in the attic? 

4. Describe Margie's reaction to the old book Tommy found. 

5. What does the phrase "a real book" mean in the context of the story? 

6. How does the mechanical teacher function in Margie's and Tommy's world? 

7. Why does Margie's mother call the County Inspector? 

8. What was wrong with Margie's mechanical teacher? How was it fixed? 

9. Explain the significance of the punch code in the story. 

10. What differences between the old schools and the schools in Margie's time does 

Tommy describe? 

Long Answer Questions  

1. Compare and contrast the educational system in Margie's time with the educational 

system today. 

2. Describe the relationship between Margie and Tommy. How do their attitudes 

towards school and learning differ? 

3. Analyze Margie's feelings towards her mechanical teacher. How do these feelings 

reflect her attitude towards education? 

4. Discuss the theme of nostalgia in "The Fun They Had." How do Margie and Tommy 

perceive the schools of the past? 

5. How does Isaac Asimov use the characters of Margie and Tommy to explore the 

impact of technology on education? 

6. Explain how "The Fun They Had" portrays the theme of curiosity and the quest for 

knowledge. 

7. What does the story suggest about the role of teachers and human interaction in 

education? 

8. In what ways does "The Fun They Had" critique the depersonalization of education? 

9. Discuss the significance of Margie's realization at the end of the story. What does she 

learn about the fun they had in the past? 

10. Examine the role of imagination in "The Fun They Had." How do Margie's fantasies 

about the past shape her understanding of education? 

Analytical and Higher Order Thinking Questions 

1. Critically analyze the futuristic world depicted in "The Fun They Had." How does 

Asimov use this setting to comment on contemporary educational practices? 

2. How does the author use irony in "The Fun They Had"? Discuss with specific 

examples from the text. 

3. Explore the character development of Margie throughout the story. How does her 

perception of education change? 

4. Discuss the social and emotional implications of a purely mechanical educational 

system as depicted in the story. 



5. Analyze the role of technology in "The Fun They Had." How does it affect the 

characters' learning experiences and social interactions? 

6. Examine the story's ending. What is the significance of Margie's longing for the 

schools of the past, and what message does Asimov convey through this? 

7. How does "The Fun They Had" reflect Isaac Asimov's views on the future of 

education and technology? Provide textual evidence to support your analysis. 

8. Discuss the significance of the title "The Fun They Had." How does it relate to the 

central themes of the story? 

9. Evaluate the pros and cons of the mechanical teacher system versus the traditional 

human teacher system as presented in the story. 

10. Analyze the story's portrayal of childhood and learning. How does it challenge or 

reinforce contemporary notions of these concepts? 

Discussion and Essay Topics 

1. Debate the advantages and disadvantages of traditional classrooms versus 

digital/online education. Use examples from the story to support your arguments. 

2. Discuss how "The Fun They Had" can be seen as a cautionary tale about over-reliance 

on technology in education. 

3. Write an essay on the importance of human interaction in learning, drawing 

comparisons between the story and current educational practices. 

4. Explore the role of nostalgia in shaping our perceptions of the past. How does this 

theme play out in "The Fun They Had"? 

5. Reflect on the role of curiosity in learning. How do Margie and Tommy's attitudes 

towards the old book illustrate this theme? 
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